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[The Construction of South Korea's “Alternative Modernization” Image
in Mainstream Arab Media in Light of Critical Discourse Analysis: A
Study from the Perspective of the “Global South”]
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[AI Hexu, First Author, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS), China]
[MA Lingyan, Co-author, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS), China]

Abstract:
Taking Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as its methodological axis, and drawing upon the concept of
the "Global South" and the theory of "Multiple Modernities," this study systematically investigates how
mainstream Arab media constructed the image of South Korea as a model of "alternative modernization"
from 2010 to 2025. The study adopts a strategy that integrates stratified sampling with an in-depth
reading of a core sub-corpus, selecting reports from eight Arab media institutions with cross-regional
influence to conduct a cross-sectional discourse analysis and deconstruct coverage frames. The main
findings indicate the following: (1) The "Recipe-ization" of Discursive Construction: Arab media
frequently evoke symbolic resources such as the "miracle," "knowledge economy," and "soft power" to
narrativize South Korea's development trajectory into a "modernization recipe" capable of being learned
and replicated. (2) Embodiment of the "Southern" Position: This construction is deeply rooted in the
positional logic of the "Global South." By highlighting the transformation of Korea's identity from an
"aid recipient" to a "donor," a cross-regional imagination regarding the "capacity of Global South
countries to produce modernity" is stimulated, thereby challenging the unilateral, Western-centric
narrative of development. (3) Highlighting the Fractures of Modernity: The media construction was not
merely absolute praise; rather, it simultaneously revealed the costs and underlying fragility of the Korean
modernization trajectory, leading to the crystallization of divergent coverage frames across different
media systems that encompass economic success, soft power, and crisis management. This study places
the issue of the Korean national image—which is often addressed in a fragmented manner—at the heart
of debates concerning the production of global developmental knowledge. It reveals the dynamics of the
cross-regional "South-South imagination" and the process of discourse redistribution, while also
providing a practical methodological pathway that integrates Critical Discourse Analysis with Frame
Analysis.
Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA); Global South; Alternative Modernization; Arab Media;
National Image.
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